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26. The foundatims of the Priſon were ſhaken, the durs oper? 
-and every ones bands were loofl ed. | 
- beart, anda good cont cence,and faith unfeigned. 4 
neſt conſcientia fine ſctentia; nec pura ciley teſts fiſit cXcas : 


3 Tim. I.5. Now the end of the commandment u charity, outof a pure 


T 

fapon your motion.) that ſober ſenee-of the Cove- 

- nant, whereof I beleive it is only capable before 
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His honoured Friend 
Sir Lawrence Brumfeild Ne 
And Colonel in London, 


S1R, 
Rs El! knowing (as St.Bernard ſpeaks) The tender- 


JH how tender and delicate a thing 1d let 
{ Conſcience is ; how it isnot to be 
p bafiied or deluded with any Sophz- 
MRI ſry; nor raviſhed or captivated by 
any violence and tyranny 5 not cajo- 
Wy led or trepanned by any Policy and 
bypocrifje; but (apart from all fraud or force) tis 
then moſt at its cale, freedom and tranquillity, when 
It hath moſt light and ſerenity to ſee itsduty, alſo 
molt liberty to at according to thoſe rules of right 
Reaſon and Religion, which are not partial, flexi- 
ble and mutable, but uziverſal, fixed and eter- 


SS . | The rules of 
Sl have here endeavored to.give youand others Conſcience, 


God, 
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God, before all good Chriſtians, and in amans own 
wel-informed coce- 2 be 

s. Which muſt, and at laſt will jadge of things in 
point of ſruple or obligation, .not by the occaſion be- 
oinning them, orthe power impoſing them, or. the 
paſſion clamoring, or the zwultitude applauding, or 
the ſucceſs abetting , or the pertizacy maintaining 
them ; Nor yet by the ſaperſtition of ſome men de- 

- voutlydoting for a while upon that as a goddeſs or 
an Image faln from heaven,when-it may be(indeed) 
but the late invention of ſome cunning work:mer, 
whoſe golden rings and ear-rizgs being melted in 
the furnace of Civil wars,may ſometimes bring forth 
ſuch a thing as the Authors and Abettors will needs 
vote tobe their God. ED 

9. But the true light and medium of Conſcience 
as to its judgeme-:t, praFice,peace and perſeverance, 
muſt be by thoſe clear, pregnant and conſtant beams 
of right Reaſon, aad true Religion, which ſhinein 
the brightneſs and ſtability of Divine and Humane 
laws, whichare the ſolid pillars of Truth, the firm 
ſupports of duty, the ſare bounds of obedience, and 
the ſafe repoſe of conſcience. 

5. All other ſuperſtruures of fancy, policy and 
Intereſt, as hay, ſtraw and ſtubble will periſh ; but 
thoſe others will out laſt the laſt conflagrations which 
ſhall make a fiery trial of all mensthoughts, deſigns 
and ations both publick and private, whether they 
be made up of popular and peeviſh droſ7, or of ſuch 

| Fiety, more preciousthan gold, which is both pure 
and permanent. 


$. Ta this great concern therefore of conſcience.l 
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muſt ſtudy tobe yoid of all fear and flattery of men, Freedom from 
ſeparate rom all crowds of paſſtons 44 nd pre judi ces, P'flion and 


wy FIE'7 | prejudice in | 
free from popular petitions, and the two Houſes re- caſes ef con- + | 


ſolutions 3 from Scottiſh ;-zportunities and Engliſh ſcience, 


compliances; not obnoxious to the Court or the Conn- 


try, to the Aflembly or the High-Commiſſion,-to 
Epiſcopal infirmities, or Presbyterian inſolencies; but 
asin the preſence of God, and before his Tribunal, 
ſo ſerious, intent, upright and unbyaſſed ſhall I'de- 
clare my judgement to you, to your City,. to my 
Country, and to our molt welcome King 3 to my re- 
verend Fathers, and brethren of the Clergie, and to 
my dear Mother the Church of England, for whole 
| ſake nothing muſt ſeem hard, or too much to be 
done or ſuftered by me, or any of her $02s, ſince 
we have the great paterns, both of our late Sove- 
raign, who ſuffered as a Martyr in her defence, and 
of our bleſled Saviour , who was crucified for her 
redemption. dy ST wg 

s. As for my Brethren of the Church of Scotland, 
I confeſs I underſtand not their motions or mutati- 
015, becauſe I think they once enjoyed the beſt cox- 
ſtitutions of Epiſcopacy in the world 3 I have a Chri- 
ſtian pity and charity for them I leave them to that 
liberty which is the fruit not of the ſwords and paſ- 
ſions of man, but of the Word and Spirit of God 
which clearly unites Loyalty and Keligion, Duty and 
Devotion, Reformation and Moderation, Order and 
counſel, eminency and harmony in one paternal, frater- 
al and filial unity of Biſhops, Presbyters and 
People. X 
gs. As to the ſcruple or caſe of conſcience ties. 
with 


'*Theſhineſs of- 


. | fore mens 
conſciences as 
20 Epeſccpacy« 


Anſwers ob- 
: :lique « 


.nants de- 
'FeRivene's 
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with which you tell me , many ſober and honeſt 


men, are-by their once taking: the Covenant lo 
ſcared from all complyings with any Church Govern- 
ment under any \name of Biſhops, or notion of E- 
piſcopacy, never ſo reformed and regulated, that 
they tearby looking back to the primitive, Catholick, 
and #niverſal Government of this and all other anti- 
ent Churches, to be turned into pillars of Apoſtacy 
as Lots wife, was into a pillar of ſalt. And 
to prevent which ſad Metamorphoſis in City and 
Country, my Anſwer or Reſolution in point of Con- 
ſcience as'to the Covenant, fo far as it relates to E- 
piſcopary 1s this. 

Firſt, T might ſhrewdly batter the Covenant, by 
urging the defeCtiveneſs of, and ſo the invalidity of 


as roauthozity ALY Jawfil, conſtant or compleat authority 1n it, ca- 


and law, 


| "Numb, 3092, 


2The violence 
-of the t m25, 


pable to bind the Subje&s or People of England, 
either in the Court of conſcience, or any other 
(Eccleſiaſtical or civil) Judicature 31n which nothing 
can have any permanent boxd or tye of Law (except 


Gods Word) without the Kiygs conſent, no more 


than the vow of a ſervant, or ſon, a daughter or 
wife (in Moſes Law) could bind them without, yea, 
againſt the declared corſet of their Maſter , fa- 
ther or Hwband , under whoſe protection they 
were. | 

Secondly, I might eccho and retort upon the Co- 
venant, the wiolence and 2viſs of thoſe times in 
which it was firſt hatched in Exgland, and brought 
forth by the 24idwifery of tumults and Armies, Of en- 
gaged,yea enraged parties and fa&ions, whole wrath 
axd policies wete not probbale to work the righte- 


ouſueſs 
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onſref of God 3 nor did they ſeem good Angels, 


whic 
ones ſent in Gods juſt anger amongſt us to turn our 
waters into blood. 

Thirdly,I might further urge the novelty and par- 
tiality of the Covenant, as the Engliſh Laws and ge- 
ins; that it was from a foraign influence and de- 


ſign firſt invented, then obtruded- on this Church 
and State, contrary to our antient Laws and comn- 
ſtitutions both eccleſiaſticaland civil, to which King 


and People were bound, till by mutual coſert they 
were altered; which was neveryet doneinthe porxt. 


of Epiſcopacy. 


troubled our waters to az healing, but evil 


?;The novelty 
Of It as to our 


law 3; 


Fourthly, It might ſeem odjoxs to refle&upon 4.Thefil :ni 


this Covenant, as to the ſad effects, and unble 
ronſequents, 'which like black ſhadows have-attend- 


edits appearing and prevailing in. England, and in. 


{+ ©ragique con«- 


le quences of it 


Scotland too. What havecks followed in Church 


and State ? what improſperities , diſorders , con- 


tempts, confuſions, wars, ſpoils, and bloodſhedupon 
_ beſides the contempt of Re- 
ligion, the negle# of Sacraments, the expulſion of 


the Liturgie, and” the aviling. no leſs than dividing 


of Miziſters, who ( inſtead of okes and cedars of. 


God, formerly frequent in this Church , T mean 
Divyines of great (gravity and excellent learning, wor- 


thy of double. honor ) everywhere ſhrunk and 


dwindled to Plebeian ſhrubs, and popular paraſities, 


the pitty of the more pious, andſcorn of the more. 


petulant ſort of 'mens / i 
Fifthly, Nor will I inſiſt upon the bffings of the 
Covenant, before 1t was-adult or many Ears old'; 


IOW. 


Fo! he baſſings 
and annu'] ings 
of it by coun- 
rer eng4C. 
-meENnts, - 


(8) 
how it was ſoon made Nebuſtar, and reduced to 
nothing, by counter and croſs engagements, after it 
had ſerved asone of the great rocks for the Kings 
ſhipwrack,, no leſs than the Churches and States; 
nor did the Covenant ever thrive after it was water- 
ed with the Kings blood, wherein many men had 
an hand who had been zealozs Covenanters , If it 
wasſo eaſily vacated in point of its expreſs loyalty 
for the Kzngs Preſervation, 1 do not ſee how it 
ſhould be ſo binding inthe caſe of abjurizg or ex- 


tirpating of all Epiſcopacy , though reformed and 

' regulated as it ought to be. 

6." variating Sixthly, Wherein it1s very conſiderable how the 
f:m,if not Covenant (if lo interpreted) mult needs grate ſore 
deny fe TY upon, . and pierce to the very quick thoſe former 
Oathes cf lawful oathes, which had prepoſleſled the ſouls and 
Ki'g and PC0* coſciences Of moſt of us In Erglaxd ; not only 
Ol. of Subjedts, as thoſe of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
beſides that of Miniſterial, canonical obedience to 

our lawful ſuperiors 1n Church and State 3 but even 

. the conſtience.of the late King, as he was bound 

by-his 0ath at his Coronation to preſerve the rights 

and franchiſes of the Church 3 which the King ra- 

ther than break, as ſome men urged him, choſe to 

die and loſe all i» this world; as he declared to 

many at the Tſe of Wight 3 and to Mr.37arſhal with 

others, at Newcafile; from which- Oaths, as we 

know no abſolution, lo, nor can there be any ſuper- 

fetation of ſuch a contradiGFory Vow and covenant 

without apparent perjury, which we preſume the 

Covenant neverintended,' nor included; or if it did, 


it is therein of no bexd or validity, asto any good 
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mans conſcience againſt previous lawful oaths, which 


mult be kept. 
* Seventhly, Beſides, if the Covenant were delig- 


ned, as wilfully excluſive and totally abjuring of 


all Epiſcopal order and Government in this Church 
of England, it muſt needs run us upona great rock 
not only of Novelty but of Schiſzz, and dath us both 


In opinion and pra@ice againſt the judgement. and 


enſtom of the Catholick Church, in all places and 
ages (11! of later years) from the Apoſtles days, 
with whom we ought to keep communion in all 
things of ſo antient tradition, and univerſal obſcr- 
vation nor may we ſo comply with a few refor-- 
ed Chirches of later daies ( whoſe want but not 


contempt of Biſhops alſo the neceſſity of times, and 


diftreſs of affairs put upon them, either by the 
policies of Princes, or the impatience and prejudice 
of people, or the covetouſneſs and ſacrijedge of both 
may excuſe , while they approve and venerate F- 
piſcopacyin others) yet with theſe we muſt not ſo 
comply, as to put a reproach, ſcandal, ſcruple or 
affront uponall other Chriſtian Churches at this day 
in all the world 3 among whom, not one ever was 
of old, or is to this day in any Kingdom tobe found 


without their Biſhops, as derived by the ſacceſſror 


of all times from the Apoſtles 3 nor is the aboliſh- 
ing of Epiſcopacy a {mall wall of partition newly 
ſet up to keep all Papiſts from due Retorma- 
tan. 
Eighthly, I might further add, how much more 
equal and ingennons, loyal, and religious were it for 
all ſober-meaning Covenantersto reduce and confine 


B their 


”, It threatens 


dangerous, 
Sciulm., 
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nar. 


OILY TOO TAY OO PEITT 


_- 
| 
y 
A: 


(10). 


their conſciences, as well as their Coverazt, from 


ſuch anextravagaiit, diſloyal, unlawfull, enormi- 
ous, and Schilatical ſenſe , to which ſome do 
wrelſt and torture it (in which it could neither be 
lawf#lly taken, nor can bekept with honeſty , as a- 


galnſl all Epiſcopacy ) and rather to retire to that 


ober ſenſe wherein alone it might lawfully be taken, 
if it had been impoſed by due authority, or were 
ſpontaneouſly ejemen, which ſenſe can reach no fur- 
ther than thoſe abuſive exceſſes or defeFs of Church 
Government under Bifhops,ſo far as they were reat- 
bz ſuch,either by the inconvenience of the conſtituts- 
ons and cuſtoms inExgland,or at leaſt as they appear- 
ed ſuch to theſe Covenanters,as to the execution of 
that authority, through the faults or infirmities of 
ſome Biſhops and their juſtruments, who pcſlibly 
were not ſo worthy and good, or no: ſo wiſe and 
diſcreet, as became Chriſtian Biſhops, or 'Eccleſraſti;- 
cal Governors of Chriſts Church. But it is a moſt ;-- 


religious, as well as unreaſonable ( Ametry )) tranſ- 
port, for men to covera7t againt all the right uſe of 
things that are good, becauſe of the abuſe incident 
to them, by men or times that may be evil. 


j; A proven © Nicely, It were eaſie to level to the ground 
_ ls all thoſe faii but fallacious pretences drawn to for- 
in he O. 1 «Mt. #fie the Covenant, from Scripture examples, where- 


in the Fews ſometimes ſolemnly renewed their C9. 
venant with Gods; But it was that expreſs Covenant 
which God himſelf had firſt made with them in H9- 
reb and Mount Sina, punCually preſcribed by God 
to Moſes, and by Moſes (as their ſupream Governor 
or King) impoſed upon them 3 this they ſome- 
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(11) 
_ time yexewed after they had broken itby their apo- 
ſtacy to falſe and ſtraxge gods: But bleſſed be God, 
this was not the caſe of the Church or people of 
England, nor was there any need of ſuch covenarr- 
ting, any more then there was any Moſes, or Heze- 
kiah, or Joſiah, or any chief Covernor command- 
Ing it : Nor (alas) was this Covenant anydivine 
dictateor Soveraign pre/criptior, but the petty com- 
poſition of a few politick men, Subje&s not Princes, 

and yery wean Subjed s too lome - 4 them, either as 
Lawyers or Miniſters, a great part of whom I and 

others well knew to be no very great Clerks or 
Stateſmen; and fitter for a conptry Oe to'con- 

trive an! compole Solemn Leagues and Covenants.to 

be impoſed upon Churches i. Kingdoms, (yea, and 

upon their Kings too) in whoſe Nominjons were ma- 

ny thouſands equals and Supertors to thoſe Maſters, 

whoſe heads rather than their hearts, and their 

State correſpondencies more than their conſciences 

brought forth this Covenart. : RS 

Laſtly, I might truly alledge againſt the ovelty of 1, Ns ear. 

the Covenant in the Churchof England, that there gclical ex- 
isno prevept Or paterz for any ſuch inallthe New Te- pra . A 
ſaprent, nor in all ſucceeding ages of the Chriſtian i1 any Chri. 
Church; we never read nor heard of any covenant- _— C hurch 
ize Chriſtians Cuntil the Ligne ſainte in F rance) Cx- ne 

cept thoſe who in one baptiſm, were ſprinkled with 
the blood of ,Chriſt, and ſo entred into that cove- 
»axt which God makes with #5 and we, with þize, in 
that holy laver of regeneration 5 this is the zew and 
Evangelical covenant of all true Chriſtians; this we 

break, by wilfzl and preſunpiaeee ſins; _ this we renew 

— 


by 
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by true repentance, and by worthy participation of 


the body and blood of Chriſt in the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper. ; Br 

 £.How vaſtly different from this ſacred covenant, 
this late piece of policy more than piety is 3 and how 
little the true covenant of a Chriſtian binds him by 
his Baptiſuz or Repentance, or-the Enchariſt againſt 
allEpiſcopal Governmen&pÞleave to all ſober-minded 
Chriſtians to judge; fince both the power of ordain- 
ing Mimſters, and by them to conlecrate and ce- 
lebrate both Sacraments, was ever derived from 
and by Biſhops of the Church, as the cheif conſerva- 
tors, ciſterns, and conduits of all Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority and Miniſterial power from the very Apo- 
ſtles, the firſt Biſhops of the Church, . 4&; 1. who 
had the ſame iz2medzately from Chriſt, who was, and 
ever is the great Biſhop and Paſtor of our ſouls, to 
feed and rule his Church, not only by his Word and 
Spirit, but by ſuch Shepherds and Rulers as he hath 
in all ages ſet over his flock 3. of which Biſhops were 
ever eſteewed. the Angels, 


Dia. 
thers; whom utterly t 


, Preſidents, cr cheif Fa- 
0 atftrap,” and violently to ex- 
tirpate out of this or any Chniſtian Church, is not 
only to offer ſignal and 'tntolerable 7-juries to the 
perſons of ſuch excellent Brſhops as England lately 
had, and ſtill may have , but further mightily to 
abate the honor of this whole Church. and its Mi- 
niſtry, by taking away all the rewards and excox- 
ragements Of Learning and Religion 3 yea and to 
ſcandahize all Churches by aboliſhing ſuch a vene- 
rable order and univerſal cſfom in the Church, as 


hath no origine but that of the Apoſtles, and looks. 
| VETY, 
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On IH 


ſeize all their eſtates, and all the patrimony of 
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very like an immediate i»ſtitution of Chriſt, either 


preceptive and explicite, or tacite and exemplary. x4,, (abu 
s. So that if this were the ſexe and intent of the ments of Co- | 
Covenant-makers, and takers, to extirpate and abo- j©vavte's. 
; : 12ats and tis 
liſh, not the ab#ſes, but the very uſes of all Epiſco- .,... 
pal Order and Government, the great Boanergeſſes 
who thunder out ſo much terror againſt Covenant- 
breaking, may do much more juſtice and execution 
if they turn the mouths of their canons againſt ſuch 
Covenant-taking, which is better broken than kept 
in any «lawful ſenſe, and beſt of all, when not at 
all hon with any ſuch intention, which is as pre- 
ſumptuous, as it was prepoſterous. © 
s. Theſe things being thus premiſed, are ſuffici- 
ent (as I conceive) to abate the edge and rigor of 
the Covenant,asto its antipathy againſt all Epiſcopacy, 
and to ravel that cable or bond of religious obligati- 


0#n,which ſome men do feem to twiſt and urge upon 


poor peoples conſciencesin that point; when in good 
earneſt, there 1s neither 'Law of God Or 28472 requi- 
ring,impoling.or comprobating any ſuch Covenant, 
by any National or Ecclefiaftical authority.z ſo that 
it appears ( at: beſt') to' be but 'a matter of will 
worſhip, of humane and private invention, votlof 


_ publiqueand plenary injunTior, eſteemed by-ngaref 


bat as a ſtratagem of State, a flag of faftion, an en- 
cine framed on purpole'to batter down Epiſcopacy; 
and the whole Church of England, in'order to ob- 
tain the ſpoils of them 3 not to puniſh and amend 
the evil that might be in Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment, 'or in ſome Biſhops and other Miniſters, but to 


the: 
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the Chnrch, to the great enriching of ſome ſacrile- 
giows Proteſtants, to the gratifying of ſome Preſ- 
byters envy and revenge, but moſt of all to the 
great joy and triumph of the Rowiſh party and Je- 
ſuitick deſigns, which were thought by many wiſe 
men to have been, if not theS ires, yet the Sibsto . 
that Covenang.; that they might help to ſpread it | 
as a ſnare ig ,442peh, thereby to catch and deſtroy ; 
the famonſef Biſhops , the molt renowned Clergie, | 
the beſt reformed and moſt flouriſhing Charchin all 
the world: 
Thebefi- 5. But Iwill look upon this Covenant in the ſof- 
=. teſt ſenſe that can be made of it, as a voluntary 
Gidered 18 colt- /ggpp, Or religious Bond which private amen, and ſome ' 
nencts.8Þ part only of the Nation, ſpontaneouſly took upon 2 
themſelves, in order to declare their ſenſe of duty 
to God, the King, the 4 hurch, their Country, and 
the Reformed Religion, to make themſelves more | 
ftrifly ſenſible of the ſacred and civil obligations 5 i 
reſpeively due to them, that ſo they might be more 
ready to Won them in their places and callings 
by taking ſuch a Covenant freely, not for fear of 
priſon , plunder, ſequeſiration, and the like wracks 
of mens ſouls; the terrors of which made many, 
if not moſt of the takers of - the Covenant, to take I 
itz and yet I believe not one fourth part of the T 
people of England now living everdid take it in 
any ſort; and-very few but rigid :Bigots and wiry- \ 
lent ſpirits in any ſenſe, again(t-primitive, reformed, | 
and regular Fpiſcopacy, {0 reduced:to an efficacious 
conjuGioun with Presbytery, as the moſt Reverend 
Primate :of Armagh; propoſed in: his ReduF#ion of 
| late, 


by 
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hte, and io did the Lord YVirulaw long before in 
his confiderations touching the Church of England, 
offered to King James in the beginning of his 
reign. 

$. Inthisaſpetof the Covenant, as a religious Anſwers direRt. 
obligation, either newly made or rengwed upon the | 
foul of any that willingly and freely.tqok it , and 
who thereby think themſelves eternally gbliged to 
fulfill the letter of it, or that ſenſe they had of it 
as to the matter of Church-government by Epiſco- Q 
pacy or Prelacy, which they fancied tohave abju- 
ed and renounced, no leſs than Popery 3- my Ar- 
ſwers and Solutions are theſe : 


Firſt, They are not the bare words of the Covenant | 1.1, 
which as charms can bind any vans conſciexce, tO canbund ini, 
or againſt any thing 3 -but it is that force of Truth, 
Reaſon, Juſtice, Religion and Duty to God,or man,our 
ſelves or others which morally. and really obligeth 
men, either by Gods general or particular precepts; 
which are as iron or admantine . bands on every 
mans ſoul, tochufe good and doit, to hate eviland 
eſchew it, long before any of theſe withes or cords 
of mans combining and tying are put upon them, 
by themſelvesor others. 

Secondly, Nor can any ſuch Covenant bind any ». Nor thera- 
man in any conſcienciows bond, miterly by the power rn _— ” 
of a mans own imagination, or by ſucha prejudice "** - 
and preſumption as he liſts to- form and take up a- 
gainſt any thing, ſhort of, or beyond the merit of 
it, either as good or evil. 

Thirdly, 


— —_—— —— 
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3, It cann.: .. Thirdly, No ſuch. Covenant-can- bind-us to the 
bind ee in* 3pjury Of anothers iberty, PuY » powers or lawful 
; ' authority, private or publick 3 and ſo not againſt 
that whichis in the King and the Biſhops, or in the 
_  x#4jor part of the Church or of the Country, or 
' of any Parliament , which may look upon Biſhops 
and Epiſcopacy with a far:more propitioxs 2ye than 
thoſe that beheld it only-through the Presbyteriax 
ſpeFacles. | Ec En 
4. If cannot ** Fourthly, Such a Covenant canbind no. man in 
b.ndeither 19%hnſcience againſt any thing that is in _its nature 
evi}, or from . | 6 | oN DI 
goo!, good, or that is not worally evil; for this were for 
mantO bind himſelf and others beyond Gods eternal 
 bondsof righteouſneſs: They are Covenants with 
Hell and Death which bind men either to whar is 
evil and (inful in its zature, or from what is allowed 
of God as goed and lawful, .yea and may be: neceſ(- 
ſary in its time and place; now there 1s no doubt, 
but there 1s zzuch good in Eprſcopal order and go- 
vernmentz much good was done by it to the Churches 
of Chriſt in the primitive and” al/ zizres; much to 
this' © hurchof Fxgland ſince the Reformation and 
before 3 the prixciples.and proportions of order, ſub- 
ordmation and government (which. hold good in . 
all other” polities, and” ftaternities) cannot. be- evil 
in this of Epiſcopacy;; .It kath much of Godin it, 
from '8criptural. prgcepts and patterns in the Jewiſh 
Chyrch;, which. the Chriſtians followed jin many 
things.5 It hath ſo much of ©ntiſts example, and 
che "Apoſtolick' ronfritutiou, Of the primitiveuſe; of 
Eccleſtaltical cultcn, of holy'mens general appro- 
bation, and univerſal imitation, both here in Exg- 
OA | | land 


(17) 
| land andelſewhere, that it were extreme fally, 
madneſs, prophaneſs and blaſphemy to ey # down 
for evil,or to engage und covenant agulaſt ſt as uh, 
when it hath in it ſo wach good, and ſo atteſted 
by experience, to be beneficlal for the well-being 
yea almoſt for the compleat and regular being of 
any Church, and none more than this of Exglard, 
where people are not to be governed by their e- 
quals and infer1ours , bochule they are in black 
'"Fifthly, N hleſ 
Fitthly, No man may vow or covenant, nuch leſs "I 
keep any ſuch Cont as he hath taken iytewts- [Om_ 
Jai againſt the evil or corruption and abuſe of Pte theuſe of 
any thing, ſo asto involve the good and wſefulneſiof a. 2 
it, and to condem that to deſtru(Fion or extirpation abule, y 
with the other, as 4Abrahaxe laid to the Lord, God 
forbid thatthe Judge of all the earth fhould. deſtroy 
the righteows with the wicked or cef the wheat with 
the chaff into inquenchable fire : No, a good con- 
ſcience abhors confufor 3 it doth not take or do 
things by whole-ſale but by retail, weighs all in the 
ballance of the SanFuary, ſeparates the precious from 
the vile 3 the ſuper fruFures of men, from the four- 
dations of Chriſt and his Apoſiles, which ſtood firm 
for {o wany ages; it becomes the children of wil- 
dom to juſtifie her, by trying all things, and hold- 
_ Ingfaſt what is good, OED 
Sixthly, As they that covenanted againſt Popery, 6Ie obligeth 
cannot think they did abjure, or mult abbey all thoſe 1970 ab-lith 
ſaving truths and duties of Chriſtianity which AſE MIX” or chriftion | 
ed with Popery 3 no more- can they juſtly think be- mixed wh 
cauſe they coverarted againſt Prelacy, that is, a=" POY- 
5 NARIE t C gainſt 


(12) Z 
gainſt its pride, preſumption, idleneſs, covetouſueſs and 
tyranny, that therefore they are for ever engaged 

pe the order, preſidency and paternal authority 


a 
of Epiſcopacy 5 mens malice and hatred may not go 
beyond the grave; if the abuſes and diſorders in 
Prelatick Government be dead and buried , true 
Epiſcopacy may yet havea bleſſed reſurreF;or from 
corruption tO incorruption, from diſhonor to honor, 
which I hope and pray God will by the wiſdom of 
the King and his Parliament effect. 


7ecanzerbind Seventhly,No man may lawfully vow and covenart. 


to any thing 


or accordingly a& in any thing, which is not in his 
out of a mans - 


lawful power 


. Eracy' OF- Democracy... 


power and diſpoſe, in his ſphear and calling, beyond 
which bounds this Covenant permits no man to go 3 
yea, it doth limit by theſe all his exgagemext and 
aFivity, Now certainly, the government of the 


Church of Exglard, eſpecially as eſtabliſhed by Law, 


neither was nor 1s In any private mens power, be they 
never ſo many, either to alter, or i7novate, or a- 
boliſh and extirpate 3 This is only in the power of 
the King as Swpream, by the Law of God and the 
Land, to: prote& and preferye : Nor can it be 
changed but by his royal aſſent to the counſel and 
deſire of the Two Houſes of Parliament : Nor may 
any. man never ſo much for Presbytery, or Indepen- 
dency, Or Anarchy, as to his private opinion, either 
vow or covenant, or a& overtly and violently, fur- 
ther than by humble petition or counſel againſt e- 
ftabliſhed and legal Epiſcopacy, no more than he may 


againſt” Monarchy, becauſc he prefers either 4riſto- 


v, <J__—_— 
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Eighthly,- As no man could lawfully covenant a- 
gainſt what he thinks to be good, or againſt what 


It canrot bind 
againſt whar 
may afrer ap. 


15 Teſs good then he deſires and opines, but out of pear good. 


his calling and lawful power to effe#; ſo, nor can 
any man in conſcience be bound by any ſuch Co- 
venant (taken in agroſs ſenſe, or in general terms) 
againſt that which may upon ſecond thoughts, or 
after-view, and better information appear to be ggod 
anduſefulto him; he is here bound not to keep his 
Covenant, in the latitude of his miſtakes and pre- 
ſumptions, nor to aft according to his prejudices and 
former ſuppoſals,but rather toretraCt his raſhreſ7 and 
anadviſedneſs in taking it at fir(t,and to act according 
to the preſent evidence of what 1s true. juſt, good, 
lawful and »ſeful, even in Fpiſcopacy, whereof he 
cannot but ſtand convinced, both by the princt- 
ples of right reaſon , and the proportions of all 
Government, and by the experience of the de- 
for, deformities and inconſiſtencies of all other mo- 
els. 

gs. It isnow hightime, after ſo many efffiFions to 
learn righteouſneſs and wiſdom; and to diſcern be- 
tween the faults of men or times; and the true 14- 
ture of things; between good and bad Biſhops; be- 
tween pontifical Prelacy, and Paternal Epiſcopacy , 
which is that wherewith all ſober men would be 
ſatisfied, and againſt which no Covenanter couldin 
Reaſon or Religion, in piety or policy, in prudence 
or conſcience be engaged. 


Tic duty of a 


Ninethly, The cantiozs and conſciencious Co- cautinis .nd 


©enanter therefore is now to take a calmer view 
C 2 | -CX ad cr 


con'ci wious 
and 


Cavcnan.c:, 


(20) 
 exadfer meaſure of theCovenant than(perhapsJhe did 
_ atthe firſt offer and taking of it, which was in haſte, 
and heat,in fear and fury;what then he greedily ſwal- 
lowed without chewing, be ſhould now leiſurely and 
ſoberly ruminate;, for in lumps it will not ealfily di- 
geſt or paſs ; he may better learn what there is of 
God or good in it by the ftill woyce, wherein 
now the Lords mercy appears and ſpeaks to this 
Church and Kinedem, than in thoſe firesand earth- 
qauakes, which at firſt repreſented this Covenant to 
him with ſhining ſwords. 

s. He muſt now diſtinguiſh what may be in it 
of Ged, what of good and well-meaning-men, and 
what of exzl or ſftniſter deſigns, at leaſt as to the 
event; in what is good he may lawfully perſevere; 
what may by ſome be urged to evil, he is to avoid ; 
what he did weakly or ixconſiderately in the taking. 
or purſuing of it, he is to repent of and retra&, by 
keeping in the bounds of duty, allegiance and ſub- 
jection. to God and his Superiors In Church and: 
State. 


'0.Theezfe  Tenthly,and laſtly,the moſt ſtrict and ſevere Cove- 
ſarisfaQion of #axter Cannot but be ſatisfied and abſolyed in point 
any cencier» of conſcience,if firſt he hath and ſtill dothia his place 
Fo par and calling ſeaſonably adviſe , humbly petition, and 
lawfully endeavour to reform what is truly amiſs | 
in the Church Government by Biſhops. Secondly, It | 

he uſe the like ears to reſtore and preſerve, what 

he finds good and nſeful in Epiſcopacy. Thirdly, | 

If he humbly ſubmit to what the King in this point- 

as Supreams ſhall ſee fit to eſtabliſh in his Church 3. 


which, 


napurtth:... 
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which is very probable to be ſuch , as will much dif- 
fer from the former way of Government, as tOany Reformed E-. 
thing evil or inconvenient init : Certainly, a little piſcopacy con». 
change realy tothe better, much more an honeſt and py aire 
ingenuous Reformation of Epilcopacy, beyond the 
former exceſiive or defeGtive either conſtitution or 
, executionof it, will abundantly abſolve the hoxeſt, 
yea and the very litteral and complexive meaning 

of that Covenant 3 which may not bea bond of ini- 
| quity, Or a ſnareand gin forſchiſmand ſedition to 
| aF by, to the diſhonor of Ged, to the reproachof the 
| - ReformedReligion,tothe ſcandalof foraien Churches, 
_ andtothe ruine of thefe ſometimes ſo famous and 

a which the King and every good $nb- 

je@ are bound in conſcience torepair and reſtore, 

not only to, but (if it may be) beyond its priſtive 

condition 3 wherein.ſome things poſſibly were {o a- 

miſs that it will: be happy to have-them either ſep- 

plied as to the defeFs, or reprefied as to the ex- 

ceſſes, without any extirpation of what is holy and 

catholick, primitive and paternal, orderly, politick 

and prudent in Epiſcopacy 5 which Government 

duly fitted and fixed, comprehends beyond any, 

all the juſt intereſts of People and Presbyters, noleſs 

thanof the B7ſbops and of the King. 


F. This Right, Juſticeand' Duty then every con-- fuſe Fa 
{ciencions Covenanter OWS., a1hons Co- | 
.To God,in approving, deliring,loving.and uſtng **s. 
what is good. - | 
2. To the King, as the: chicf Governour of 
the- Church and State , enjoyning things lang | 
| and. 
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and honeſt, though not the very beſt. - 

3. To the Biſhops and Fathers of the Church, 
who have been many-of them moſt injuriouſly u- 
ſed many years, and ought in Juſtice to be recom- 
penced... ETCN 

: 4. To all learned and ſober Miniſters, who have 
a long time been expoſed to all manner of diſcou- 
raging and dividing fa&iors among themſelves,and 
inſolencies from the people, for want of King and 
Biſho pto govern , guide and proted& them. 

5. He ows this love, moderation and charity to 
this Church, hereby toadyance and ſettle the uni- 
ty, peace and proſperity of it , which cannot be 
but in the way of Epiſcopacy duly conſtituted , 
and carefully executed. F124 

Laſtly,he ows this care to his owa ſoul, whoſe inward 
and eternal peace is not to be made up by paſſzor, 
ſuperſtition or preſumption, but by meekneſs of wiſe 
dom, juſtice, charity and diſcretion; as in all other 
things, ſo: very much in this point of Epiſcopacyz 
ſo ſtudiouſly then put into the Covenant toſerve a 
prevalent tereſt, but no way in conſcience to be 
now ſtretched againſt a right and regular Epiſco- 


pacy, no more than Phyfick given tocure a diſeaſe, 


ſhould like unmortified 9xick-ſelver, be applied to 


kill the man. 


The ſenſe S. This I know wasthe ſenſe of the moſt lear- 
which the ned men inthe Afſembly, and of thoſe, who with 


priwe autho!s 2p o[f had as much right to fit | 
+ 7: $f Ag 'y ſelf h rig amone them, as any 


it, faction and tumult,or by other ſhufflings and reaſons 


nant gaycor Others, but were not permitted, either by popular 


: 
- 
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of State which took' care to exclude or deter all 
the excellent Fiſhops of the Church, and the moſt 
able of Epiſcopal Divizes , for fear there ſhould 
have been any juſt plea for moderate Epiſcopacy, 
againſt the then Magiſtery of Presbytery. This I 
have oft heard Mr. Marſhal and others affirm (who 
i had a great hand in pexning and yromoting the Co- 
venart) and they owned it to ſome foraign Di- 
vines, That the Covenant was levelled only at 
the ( Deſpoticum., Tyrannicum, regimen.) miſgovern- 
ment not the Government of Epiſcopacy. This 1s at 
reſent the ſenſe and hopes of the moſt learned and: 
| godly Presbyterians, whom T have lately ſpoken with 
- In Loxdox and elſewhere; Thatif- the ancient lapſed 
and decayed frame of Epiſcopal government were 
a little there would ſatisfie the end andWetter of 
the Covenant,which was not to deſtroy,but to build, 
and repair, not to conſume al, but touſe thoſe ma- 
terials which were good in that aztiert, noble, and 


venerable fabrick, of Epiſcopacy” "oo 


s. Which I beſeech: God' may : by his Maje- x. geedy: 
| ſties piety and wiſdom be ſpeedily + and reſolutely ſuling this 
OY ſetled in its beſt conſtitution 3 wherein to take So noon = 
| | » good counſel is Kingly and Chriſtian 3 but to tar- Pe 
ry till all $eFs and ſorts of people be agreed 
and ſatisfied, will be to expoſe his Royal Autho- 
| rity to underoaluings, and this Church to everlaſt 


ing confuſions. 


s. Nor doth there need much counſel to know, 


or coxrace for- to-do , what" is bere'meet- w be 


— 


ears for want \ FE 
ofEpiſcopacy: foxrſcore years ſince the Reformation in England, 


(24) 
done, im order tofatisfie the moſt, and I may ſay 
the beft of all ſorts in this Kingdom, both as to* 
minds, manners, and eſtates. For his Majeſty hath 
not a wew Church to build, but an antient and 
well-modelled one to reſtore : They are not 
foundations of faith or good manners, which are 
to be laid , but either ſome xeceſſary reparations 
to be made in reference to ſuch decays, as long 
time brings upon the beſt things under heaven 3 
or ſuch pinacles be taken down as being much 
waſted with age, rather threates than adorn the 
Church of Chriſt; whoſe dilapidations, after all 
the covenanting complements and reformings have 
been ten tunes more in theſe laſt twenty years 


| The ruines o (Under the hands of bungling Reformers ( who 
this Church would needs do Church-work without the Maſter- 


builders, Kings and Biſhops ) than they were for 


yea, or the fult Four bundred years of the 
Church , in the evidſs of Perſecution; when 
many godly Biſhops were perſecuted by Hea- 
thens and Hereticks ; - but this '4ge ' is the firſt 
Parent of ' that Prodigie , wherein Orthodex and 
Reformed Chriſtians , either Presbyters or People 
did perſecute godly Biſhops , ( of the ſame Faith 
and- Profeſſuox) yea , and Epiſcopacy it ſelfe , 
_— \never fo regular and reformed ; which 

ould not juſtly be the. meaning of the Cove- 
nant; and if it were, it cannot thereby bind 
any man that took it , further than to repent 
of his  r«ſhxef., and to at contrary to ſo in- 
jurious-, trreligious , irrational and impolitick a 


(25) 


ſenſe... From which ſnare the Lord doth yn- 
 doubtedly deliver ,cvery good mans conſeience 3 
for as God cannot tewptz ſo nor ean any thing 
in his name tye or bind men. to any thing that 
is. a (in: They that under any ſuch finjſter no- 

” tions and unjuſt ends lifted up gz of their bands 
| to tle molt high God., to prophave his holy 
1 Name, had need bend both their kyees and lift 


- of 


np hoth t:cir hands to Heaven bumbly ta beg 
of Gut pardon for their folly, and grace to re- 
fin to that duty which they owe to God, to the 
ning, to che Biſhops, tothis Church, to their Conn- 
#ry, 404 to their Conſciences. 


s. Thus (Sir, have I in twodays fimſhed my © o,cugon, 
anſwer and Solutions , as to the bondage and 
ſcruple of the Covenant in the caſe of Fpiſcopacy. 
wherein I hove freely ſet down my moft impar- 
tial ſenſe and vw of it , being willing to 
reconcile it to Reaſon and Religion, as far as 
may bez beyond which it can have no juſt in- 
fluence, power, or efficacy upon any mans conſci- 
ence: Nor would I have it ſo accurſed of God, 

( though as yet it hath been no Procurer of any 
3. great bleſſings to us in the Church }) as to be 
made the Feſuitick, wedge to keep us ever from 
cloſng with a right Epiſcopacy. Doubtleſs the 
ſenſe of the Covenant hath lately quickned ma- 
| ny mens conſciences in their. Allegiazzce t0 the 
King, lo as to bring him (as Daid ) home with 
infinite joy and triumph 3 Nor do I deſpair but 
it may be applied ſo ( as in Truth and Juſtice 
FORE D It 
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it ought }) for the recovery and reſtauration of 


the Church of Ergland to ſuch an happy order, 


Unity, and Government, as is moſt deſired by all 


good Biſhops , by all grave Presbyters, and by 
all gracious People , who have zeal according to 


knowledge , and are not like a Taylors Gooſe very 


heavy and hot, but blind and dark; apter to 
ſcortch and oppreſs, then to enlighten and di- 
ref themſelves or others. 

Farwell. 


June 12, 1 6 6 ©. 
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s Books written by Dr. Gauden, and 


fold by Andrew Crook,at the green Dragon 
in St.Parls Church-yard. 


1- Teraſpiſtes, A Defence for the Miniftry and 1- 
»iſters of the Church of England: 

2+ Three Sermons preached on publick occaſions. 

3+ Funerals made (oraials, in a Sermon preached at 
the Interment of the Corps of Robert Rich, Heir apparent 
to the Earldom of Warwick. 

4- A ſermon preachedat the Funeral of Dr. Ralph Broun- 
rig Biſhop of Exceſter (Decemb. 17. 1659.) with an ac- 
count of his Life and Death. 

5.A Petitionary Remonſtrance 1n the behalf of many thou- 
ſand Minifters and Scholars. | 

 Kaxtppr, five Medicaſtri, Slight healers of publique hurts, 
ſet forth in a Sermon Preached in St.Paxls Church, Londm, 
before the right honorable Lord Mayor, Lord General, Al- 
dermen, Common-Council,& Companies of the honorable 
City of London , Febr. 28. 1659. being a day of Solemn 
thanksgiving unto God,for reſtoring the Secluded Members 
of Parliament to the houſe of Commons , (And for pre- 
ſerving the City) as a Door of Hope thereby opened 
to the fulneſs and freedom of futare Parliaments : The 
moſt probable means under God for healing the Hurts, 
and recovering the health of theſe three Brittiſh King- 


* doms. 


M952? «2z ©e3, Gods great Demonſtrations and Demands 
of Juſtice, Mercy. and Humility , ſet forta in a Sermon 
preached before the Honorable Houſe of Commons, at 
their Solemn Faſt, before their firſt litting, April! 30. 
I 6 6 0. 
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